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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
JEANNE SHAHEEN, a Senator from the
State of New Hampshire.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, we believe that
You will never fail or forsake us, but
help us to never take Your love and
faithfulness for granted. Empower our
Senators to be good stewards of the
many blessings and of the responsibil-
ities and opportunities You have given
them. Lord, open their minds and give
them a vision of the unlimited possi-
bilities available to those who trust
You as their guide. Incline their ears to
hear Your voice and fill them with
Your power, O Lord of Hosts. You are
the King, eternal, immortal, invisible,
who alone is wise. You deserve the
honor and glory forever and ever.
Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN, led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 20, 2011.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN, a

Senate

Senator from the State of New Hampshire,
to perform the duties of the Chair.
DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.
Mrs. SHAHEEN thereupon assumed
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE
Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-

lowing leader remarks, the Senate will
be in morning business for an hour.
The Republicans will control the first
half and the majority will control the
final half. Following morning business,
the Senate will begin consideration of
H.R. 2832, which is the Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences Act that is a vehicle
for trade adjustment assistance that
we are going to be working on.

We are going to recess today from
12:30 until 2:15 p.m. for our weekly cau-
cus meetings.

At 2:30 p.m. today, Senator HELLER
will be recognized to deliver his maiden
speech in the Senate.

We will work through amendments to
trade adjustment assistance. I will no-
tify Senators when votes are scheduled.

———

SENATOR LAMAR ALEXANDER

Mr. REID. Madam President, I see on
the floor today my friend LAMAR ALEX-
ANDER from the great State of Ten-
nessee. I just received a news flash that
he was going to relinquish his leader-
ship position and stay in the Senate
and run for reelection. I do not know
all the reasons for his doing this, but I
want the record to be spread with the
fact that I have found LAMAR ALEX-
ANDER to be one of the most thoughtful
people I have ever served with in the

Senate. There are many issues he gets
no credit for that were resolved be-
cause of his ability to see the big pic-
ture.

We had this big issue dealing with
the so-called nuclear option, as to what
would happen in the Senate with some
of our rules changes. He stepped in,
completely out of the limelight, and
because of his idea we resolved that
issue.

There are many other examples such
as that. He is a unique person in this
body. He accomplishes a great deal and
gets credit for not a lot, and that is un-
fortunate. But that is who he is and
who he has always been. I know he will
continue being a stalwart in the Sen-
ate. I look forward to working with
him, but I look forward mostly to his
sense of fairness, which he has been so
very exemplary during my time with
him in the Senate.

————

DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL

Mr. REID. Madam President, 60 years
ago this Nation’s Armed Forces were
segregated by race. Thirty-five years
ago women were not allowed to attend
our Nation’s military academies. Until
today—in fact, last night at midnight—
thousands and thousands of qualified,
dedicated men and women were barred
from military service or expelled from
the Armed Forces because they were
honest about their sexual orientation.
Today I am glad to say the time has
passed when Americans, willing to give
their lives to defend this great Nation,
could be turned away from service be-
cause of who they loved. Today, don’t
ask, don’t tell is no longer the law of
the land. For 17 years we have asked
our soldiers to defend a flag that
stands for liberty and justice for all,
and then required some of those sol-
diers to keep who they were a secret.
In too many cases we have robbed them
of their right to fight for their country

altogether.
Listen to this staggering number:
More than 13,000 American
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